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Contests Keep your
Computers from
Collecting Dust in the
Closet

FetraRBattlestation=s i€ more thaa nrsh
a place to shorr off zour latest haul,
it's about fiading laspiration to Ao
something with all those machines
ou've been colliecting. Getting p=ople
a get their wachines hooked up and
actirally do som=thiog with them is
he rezxson A=hind the
RetraBRattlast= *'ﬁn_ cantastsl This
u»«tr letter it=21F :
onte=t!

Some contests hapren only once,
sometines fh-:" tirn into 2 regular
annu:l 2went. The Porta Ble Wealr
contest is probably one of the wmos
*:-ol:-ular. Holidaw Music Week and BBb
Iecek are also g:- opizlar. The most retro
throwback to the old daves has to be
EH‘I' Month fhnuon. wwhich happsns
1 July of ewvery yvear. The contest is
-—v,‘--'# 2 pe erisncing rwhat it mwas 11Ie

in the 141U~. z2nd '80=s ythen saoftirar
had to be distributed ia phiysical

ftorm. The chezspest way l_._. do tha
was Lo print out source code listi
in hooks and maoazn'p:'a and l=t t
TS er ftv}:.p e oy =

: softyrare this wa
zllomied the wuser to learn & li
afbowutbt how to program and Lhecowe
morye familiar with how their
Cuxu?lltel worked.

wear's EH"I‘" Month contaest was

rogy a o hid
_"}: ] = .'%:,fﬂ

t
1ings
he

EAil +1_°| SO oo ‘us lEed *1_\19 o
i 12 aster
= lct‘_'y"!-_'lj on an
2d "chip

s". but =i1ace I tas worklnﬁ w_lth
2 Bz 1*1 h computer, [ ealled it "Cris:
Tiuwnzs" The sona? A ~orn chips JiogQ =
from = TIT commercial from the l1ate
'"T0=. Uf' cour=s ths corn chips waru
Frito=z wmhic h zren't sold ia the UL,
making the connection =wen more
abscure.

I''tre Zlrezds started working omn the
BAaSIC Month contest for 2021 I'm
Janning wore in—jokes but I thinl
hi=s time it will be nore ohwvious mhat
the referaenca is. But wea shall sae!
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Does Your [Family Find
Your Hobby Boring?

IIAAEIJ—-‘"QY Tl £ doren at TTOWUY
faoorite babttlestation, do you gebt
those loolts from vour t«mlly Cio
thevy not unders =tand wh ‘
2wing =0 much g

"ou e 1=
m3achines

many differeant
things thaf dra us 211 to thas
For some people it's reliving
eeling of plaving a favrorite
game or remewfering what 1t Tas like
when ponaru‘u:; on ﬁ»—- wachine. F o
aothers it's the discowvery of things
that *‘h-by nevnr tried Pefore.
Sometiwes it's neat to ses things that
O My not hawe =ven lrnown 2 hovek
ﬂ;-:-»-_* machines ware beilng

produced.

Occasionally though vou Jjust hawe to
take a break and oo outside and rlay
sowe frashkee.
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For more
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trom IMiles
"""'LI [nlCl u ]
-ﬂllovr him on
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Finally, something =
& | can help with!

e P




The=

RetroBattlestations

Teleprinter

'-. ~

FozzTexx= — Mar =3,

Contests Keep your
Computers from
Collecting Dust in
Cleset

the

a Ty E
ﬁ-:—ek s3Yye 3ls50 P pula.r-. The most retro
throubzck to thhe old daves has to be
Ea<IC Month thowugh, sthich hap'pens
1A Tuler of 2very venr. The contest is
3fout eperiencin rthat it pras like
in the 1320z znd '20s wwhen zoftirare
hiad to be diztributed in phvsical
torm. The chespest way Lo Jdo Lhat
wzs Lo print out source code listings
in Hooks and maasazines and let the
ir trpe the progrzm in!
o ibuting =oftyrare thiz a2y also
=, i=d. the vuser to learna 2 little bit
3 t how to pr yam and Dbecoune
w1 famﬂlar nxff" oW their

= rogy swu to [als)'s s

2Z Cpectriiwm. f coyur== thi=z led me o
€11l £hie conte piith lotz of Easzster
=3¢ and 10— JﬁL—:.—.. J =ic ﬁl.:«:xe-:’l o1 Aarn
o= 1* machin= iz often c3lled "chip
tunes”, but s1ace | vas wor kg with
5 Britizh computsr, [ czlled 1f "Crisps
Tiaces” Thc- zonz s A corn charps nagle
frowm 3 TV commercial from tho 1ate
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rritoz which srea't so0ld ia f_.u': UY,
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obzcure

I''ve zwlrezad<y stzrted wvorbriog o the
PacIC Morth ~onte-t for 2021 I'm
{-lannlng aocre ln-joltes Hut T thial:
Lhiz time it 1ill e more obhwiowus ihiat
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